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YOUTH JUSTICE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2015; YOUTH 
JUSTICE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2016 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (9.58 pm): I rise to speak in opposition to the bill tonight. As 
the member for Kawana and the member for Mansfield have already said, these bills are simply about 
reversing the LNP’s changes to the youth justice system. This does not even introduce anything new 
into the system; it simply reinstates the youth justice system which was in existence before the election 
of the Newman government in 2012, which was a system that had failed Queensland youth and had 
failed the victims of crime in Queensland as well.  

What I want to say about these two bills is that even some of the supporters of some of the 
provisions in these bills acknowledge that the reforms that are being introduced by the government 
tonight will not actually make a difference to the issue of youth recidivism. There is a mountain of 
evidence in the 12 years or so leading up to the defeat of the Bligh government that the youth crime 
statistics in this state went downhill in a very bad fashion, and that is what the government is going back 
to tonight. I think even members of the government are ashamed of the reforms tonight, because let us 
consider what time it is. You are bringing this bill to the House for debate at 9 pm on Friday night of 
budget week, so how proud are you of these reforms? Why are you hiding these reforms, 
Attorney-General?  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! This is not a conversation between two 
members. All members need to direct their comments through the chair.  

Mr KRAUSE: Why is the Attorney-General ashamed of these provisions? Why are they bringing 
this to the House at 9 pm on the Friday of budget week? It is because they do not want anyone to know 
what they are doing. The government does not want people to know that they are winding back to the 
failed policies of the past which led to out-of-control youth crime here in Queensland.  

As I said before, even supporters of the government’s position acknowledge that the mechanisms 
being put in place through these bills will not reduce recidivism. Even supporters of the government’s 
bills have acknowledged to the committee that they would have liked to see the LNP’s provisions, 
instituted in 2014, continue—to give them more time to see how they were effective and to undertake a 
rigorous review. The 2014 reforms were never rigorously reviewed. They were not given enough time 
to allow the department or other people in the community to undertake a rigorous analysis of their 
effectiveness.  

When I talk about supporters of the government’s bill not being convinced that certain provisions 
being introduced by the government are going to work, I take the parliament to the 2015 amendment 
bill. In evidence provided by Professor Dawes, who supported youth justice conferencing, he conceded 
that conferencing will not reduce recidivism because there is a hard-core group of offenders who are 
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on a path and will not change. I say to the parliament that those people who are on a path need to be 
dealt with in a way that protects the community. This bill takes away from the youth justice system 
options which will work to protect the community.  

We heard a lot of evidence from people in Townsville who are sick and tired of being victims of 
youth crime. One was Ms Bannerman, who gave evidence to the committee in Townsville. She has 
suffered serious injury as a result of youth crime. She also suffered loss of business and loss of amenity 
in her life. The offender responsible for her injury was a youth offender who is still, as the evidence was 
given to us, part of the youth justice system. 

Ms Grace interjected.  
Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister for Industrial Relations and member for Nanango, this is 

not your conversation. The member for Beaudesert has the call. Please cease addressing each other 
across the chamber and allow the member for Beaudesert to speak.  

Mr KRAUSE: This bill repeals provisions put in place by the LNP without any new solutions. The 
president of the Childrens Court, Judge Shanahan, noted in his 2014-15 report that there was a 
decrease in the number of offences dealt with by the Childrens Court during the time in which the LNP 
policies were in place. Why would the government not give those measures more time and undertake 
a rigorous review of those policies? It is because this is not about good policy from those members 
opposite; it is simply about undoing measures that were put in place by the LNP. It is the 
‘de-Newman-isation’ of all policy. In fact, it is what has consumed most of the government’s time since 
they came to the treasury benches in March last year.  

The KPMG report, about which some other members have spoken here this evening, was a 
rigorous report about the youth boot camp tendering process. Members opposite have taken that report 
and have misled people about what the report was about. It was about a tendering process. One of the 
recommendations of that report related to sentenced youth boot camp options. One of the 
recommendations was that the trial of the Gold Coast sentenced youth boot camp, which was the early 
intervention youth boot camp, should continue until its completion. They could see, based on the 
evidence they saw and looking at the tendering options, that it had the potential to have positive 
outcomes.  

Mr Byrne interjected.  
Mr KRAUSE: It is in the report, Minister for Police. Again, the government has selectively chosen 

to use some elements of that report to its own advantage and closed down the early intervention youth 
boot camp on the Gold Coast, despite the fact that KPMG recommended it should stay open.  

Mrs Frecklington: And Anna Bligh.  
Mr KRAUSE: I take that interjection. It is true that the former government led by Ms Bligh actually 

engaged the party we were going for with Camp Kokoda. We will be opposing this bill. 
Honourable members interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minister for Police, member for Nanango and member for 

Mudgeeraba are making plenty of interjections. Please allow the member for Beaudesert to speak.  
Mr KRAUSE: I previously referred to the 2014-15 report of the Childrens Court President, Judge 

Michael Shanahan. That report notes that 10 per cent of youth offenders are responsible for 45 per cent 
of crime. That is a sobering statistic, because it means that there is a very small cohort of people—I 
think in the committee it came out that there are about 149 individuals in Queensland; if I misquote the 
statistics I apologise, but it was something like that—who are responsible for 45 per cent of crime in 
Queensland.  

We need to balance the interests of victims with the interests of youth offenders. When you have 
a very small cohort committing a large amount of crimes, I think you need to take steps to deal with that 
small cohort. We received evidence in Townsville from a former councillor, Mr Eddiehausen. 
Mr Eddiehausen was a police officer for 39 years— 

Ms Bates: What would he know!  
Mr KRAUSE: I take that interjection. He dealt with a lot of youth offenders over that time at the 

coalface. He even dealt with them in a way to try to get them out of the cycle of reoffending. 
Mr Eddiehausen’s evidence was that, in relation to that small cohort of kids who are offending and 
offending consistently, they need to be dealt with significantly. He said— 
I always equate it to a light and moths. If you turn that light off, the moths go home. They do not do the crime. You need to make 
sure the victims are involved in the process, but these kids need to be dealt with harshly.  
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There are two points there. First, we need to address the issue of those youth offenders who are 
repeatedly engaging in crime and we need to involve the victims. Secondly, Mr Eddiehausen’s view is 
that if we can address the core underlying offenders—the 10 per cent of people who commit 45 per 
cent of the crime—we will also address the issue of other youth becoming involved in crime.  

I raise the issue of Indigenous youth offenders. I again take the parliament back to the 
committee’s report on the 2015 bill. Evidence was given by members of the Indigenous community in 
Townsville that there needed to be other ways of engaging with Indigenous youth offenders. In fact, 
one of the bits of evidence received, from Uncle Smallwood, was that Indigenous youth offenders 
needed to be taught the law of the land and the sea. Other evidence was given to the effect that young 
Indigenous people needed to be taken out on the land and taught the traditional ways and brought back 
into— 

Mr Costigan: Go bush. 
Mr KRAUSE: Yes, go bush. They were the words that I was looking for because they were the 

words used by the witness; thank you member for Whitsunday. The evidence given was that they 
needed to be taken on a journey which was remarkably similar to an early intervention youth boot camp, 
which this government shut down. If you want to look for evidence about supporting the former 
government’s position in relation to early intervention youth boot camps, you have it from people who 
gave evidence from the Indigenous community in Townsville. This bill is all about simply undoing 
reforms put in place by the former government. It presents no new options except a return to a system 
that clearly failed both youth offenders and the community in the past and we all should be vigorously 
opposing this bill. 
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